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§216.11

eligibility. Where eligibility for an an-
nuity is based upon a family relation-
ship to an employee (for example, a
widow’s annuity), the definition of
such family relationship may be found
in part 222 of this chapter. Part 225 of
this chapter describes the computation
of the primary insurance amount.

Subpart B—Current Connection
With the Railroad Industry

§216.11 General.

A current connection with the rail-
road industry is required to qualify for
certain types of railroad retirement
benefits. The existence of a current
connection is clear in most cases where
entitlement or death immediately fol-
lows continuous years of railroad em-
ployment. However, there are cases in
which the employee did not work for a
railroad employer for a period of time
before entitlement or death. In these
situations, special tests are applied to
determine whether the employee can
be considered to have a current connec-
tion with the railroad industry for the
purpose of determining his or her eligi-
bility for an annuity or other benefits.

§216.12 When current connection is
required.

(a) A current connection is required
to qualify an individual for the fol-
lowing types of railroad retirement
benefits:

(1) An employee occupational dis-
ability annuity as described in subpart
D of this part;

(2) A supplemental annuity as de-
scribed in subpart E of this part;

(3) An employee vested dual benefit
in certain cases;

(4) A survivor annuity as described in
subparts G, H, and I of this part; and

(5) A lump-sum death payment as de-
scribed in part 234 of this chapter.

(b) A current connection which was
established when an employee’s annu-
ity began is effective for:

(1) Any annuity under this part for
which the employee later becomes eli-
gible; and

(2) Any survivor annuity under this
part or a lump-sum death payment
under part 234 of this chapter.
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§216.13 Regular current connection
test.

An employee has a current connec-
tion with the railroad industry if he or
she meets one of the following require-
ments:

(a) The employee has creditable rail-
road service in at least 12 of the 30 con-
secutive months immediately pre-
ceding the earlier of:

(1) The month his or her annuity be-
gins; or

(2) The month he or she dies.

(b) The employee has creditable rail-
road service in at least 12 months in a
period of 30 consecutive months and
does not work in any regular non-rail-
road employment in the interval be-
tween the month the 30-month period
ends and the earlier of:

(1) The month his or her annuity be-
gins; or

(2) The month he or she dies.

§216.14 Regular non-railroad employ-
ment that will not break a current
connection.

Regular non-railroad employment
will not break an employee’s current
connection if it is performed during the
30-month period described in §216.13(b),
in or after the month the annuity be-
gins, or in the month the employee
dies.

§216.15 Special current connection
test.

(a) For survivor annuities. An em-
ployee who does not have a current
connection under the regular test has a
current connection only to qualify an
individual for a survivor annuity if:

(1) The employee would not be fully
or currently insured under section 214
of the Social Security Act if his or her
railroad compensation after 1936 were
treated as social security earnings;

(2) The employee has no quarters of
coverage as defined in section 213 of the
Social Security Act; or

(3) The employee received a pension
or a retirement annuity that began be-
fore 1948 based on at least 114 months
of service.

(b) For survivor and supplemental an-
nuities. An employee who does not have
a current connection under the regular
test has a current connection in order
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